Agricultural Science Project.

The Ag. Science project is worth 25% of your overall mark for the subject, so it is worth putting in the effort to have these marks before going to sit your exam.   You work on your project from  May of 5th year up until December of Leaving Cert.   It is marked by your teacher, and these marks are then checked by an external examiner in May of Leaving Cert.   
The day the external examiner visits the school, he/she will interview 4-5 pupils from the class.   This usually lasts about 30minutes each.   The purpose of the interview is to ensure that the project submitted is ENTIRELY YOUR OWN WORK! If the examiner suspects that the project was taken directly from the internet or other sources, he/she will request to speak to that pupil.   If plagiarism is discovered, then the pupil will receive a fail grade for their project.

The Project:

For your project you will need a large ring binder and plastic pockets to hold the sheets in.   You will also need access to a farm to base your project on.   It is separated and marked into the following sections.
	Section
	Including…
	Marks

	The Farm Map (hand drawn).

REPs map (if available)
Farm Visit report and 

Farm Diary (over 6months+)


	Including principal buildings and layout of yard, aspect, roadways, fencing, shelter and grazing systems used.
This will be from a visit to an Agricultural College.
Farm Diary is the weekly jobs for the farmer on your selected farm.
	10m / 100m

	1 Animal Enterprise (eg. beef, sheep, dairy, pigs)


	Under the following headings:

- types of enterprise, it’s place in Ireland.

-5/6 breeds.

-Husbandry and management (from mating of the dam to slaughter of the young).

-Housing and ventilation.

-Diseases and disease control.

-Grazing systems.


	15m / 100m

	2 Crop Enterprises (maize, barley, potatoes, silage,kale)
	Under the following headings:

· variety

· rotation

· cultivation practices

· establishment

· harvesting 

· yield

Use different headings for silage...ask Ms.Silke!


	10m / 100m

	7 Life Cycles
	This is drawing and labelling the life cycle of 7 different parasites relevant to Irish Agriculture. Examples include:
· Liver Fluke

· Tapeworm

· Wireworm

· Leather jackets

· Aphids

· Ticks

· Babesia

· Lungworm

· Scab mite
	10m / 100m

	Plant Identification
	This is where you will have 10-15 plants pressed, dried and stored towards the back of your folder.   Each plant will have to have the common name and the family name written beside it.
	10m / 100m

	Investigations
	This is where you have 20 experiments from the course written up in full and stored in your folder.

You will need some from the following areas:

- Ecology (10m)

- Soil Science (10m)

- Animal Physiology (10m)

- Plant Physiology (5m)

- Genetics (5m)

- Microbiology (5m)
	45m / 100m


REMEMBER!!
· All work must be in your own words.

· Include plenty of photos…take these yourself, photos from the internet are not accurate nor awarded marks.

· The project must be typed.   Ensure that your layout is neat and presentable.
Ms.A.Silke


